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Dear Parents and Caregivers 
It’s hard to believe we are already more than halfway through Term Three, with the first signs of spring just 
around the corner. After many cold and rainy winter days, the sunshine has been a welcome lift for staff and 
students as we enjoyed the many activities happening over the past few weeks.

A highlight of the past fortnight was our wonderful International Day celebration. Thank you to the many 
parents and family members who came along to support this memorable annual event. It was a proud 
moment for our school community as we celebrated the 63 cultures represented at Owairoa Primary School. 
The parade around the school, the cultural displays and concert performances and of course the delicious 
Kiwi lunch, made for a day full of pride and unity for our Owairoa ‘family’.

Like many schools in our community, we have also faced the challenge of flu and colds spreading this winter. 
At one point last week, 136 students—nearly 15% of our roll, were absent due to illness. This is a timely 
reminder to please keep children home if they are unwell and to reinforce good hygiene habits to help keep 
everyone healthy.

Looking ahead, our calendar remains full of exciting opportunities for our students, including the much-
anticipated ‘Adventure Awaits’ Book Week parade we held at school this afternoon. We look forward to 
welcoming you to the many Book Week events over the coming days. 

to our Owairoa “family”

•	 Israel Opperman

•	 Kawin Yatsangkat

•	 Kayden Li

•	 Harman Singh

•	 Jasman Singh

•	 Maliah Minnaar

•	 Zidane Aldin

•	 Leja Smith

•	 Vilhan Walker

•	 Mikayla Muller

•	 Filenisia Faith



On Wednesday 13th August, Owairoa Primary School came 
alive with colour, culture and celebration as we held our 
annual International Day. The atmosphere was filled with 
excitement as students arrived proudly dressed in traditional 
attire, ready to share and celebrate their cultural heritage.

The day began with our much-anticipated International 
Parade. Senior students carried banners and led younger 
classmates as they marched proudly around the school, 
waving flags and representing their chosen countries. 
Parents and families gathered to cheer on the parade, 
creating a wonderful sense of unity for our Owairoa ‘Family’.

Following the parade, all 63 nationalities represented this 
year assembled together on the Astroturf. Flags from around 
the world hung from the railing above, setting a colourful 
scene. Mr Rossiter hosted the formalities, which included 
greetings spoken in many different languages and a light-
hearted performance of the well-known “always blow on the 
pie” skit. It was great to have so many families join us for this 
special occasion.

The celebrations continued with a range of culturally themed 
classroom activities and an impressive concert in the hall. 
Students displayed their talents through traditional dance, 
music, poetry and song, proudly sharing the richness of their 
cultures with their peers.

A highlight for many was the popular Kiwi Lunch, featuring 
classic New Zealand favourites: sausages in bread, a Cookie 
Time cookie, Just Juice and a chocolate fish. A big thank you 
to our PTA and parent helpers for organising and delivering 
lunches so smoothly.

Feedback from students, staff, parents and International 
visitors has been very positive.  One such feedback included:

A heartfelt thank you for the phenomenal effort from your 
fantastic team for today. 

Thank you for the learning, opportunity, and experience 
a day like today provides for our children, as well as the 
fun and excitement. I loved seeing all the happy faces, as 
children’s eyes lit up spotting their families on the parade 
route or friends in other groups, waving, laughing, and calling 
out with joy.

It was also incredibly special to see children of different ages 
walking together, encouraging, and supporting one another, 
a beautiful reflection of the unity at Owairoa Primary School. 

What a truly uplifting event to experience and to be part of 
today with our Owairoa Family.







Science in a Van Brings Learning to Life
In Week 4 our Junior School students were treated to an exciting and educational visit from Science in a Van, who 
brought a mix of science and storytelling to the stage with their performance of Billy Goats Gruff – A Tale of Competing 
Forces.

The show linked the well-known fairy tale to our current science topic: Forces – Push and Pull. With the classic characters 
of the three billy goats and the troll guarding the bridge, the story explored how forces like pushing, pulling, and friction 
affect movement. The goats had to figure out how to get across the bridge using different types of force, even using a 
skateboard at one point.

The presenters from Science in a Van were enthusiastic and knowledgeable, and they reinforced the key concepts 
our students have been learning in class, including how things move, how forces affect objects, and how friction can 
slow things down or help things grip. By linking these ideas to a familiar story, the learning was made meaningful and 
memorable.

It was a fantastic way to bring science to life and consolidate our learning in a hands-on experience.  Students were 
engaged the entire time and there was much laughter from all.

A huge thank you to Science in a Van for helping us explore the world of forces in such a fun and engaging way

What a fantastic start we have had to our Adventure Awaits Book Week. 
The past two days have been filled with excitement and book-themed 
fun and it has been wonderful to see so many of our students and staff 
dressed up in creative adventure-themed costumes.

This afternoon’s Adventure Book Parade was a colourful highlight so far, with students 
showing great imagination with their costumes, as they paraded around the school. 
Yesterday’s Junior School Open Afternoon was also a great success, with families joining in 
classroom activities and exploring the Book Fair together.

But the adventure doesn’t stop here.  There is still plenty more to come this week and we 
invite parents, grandparents and family members to join us for the remaining three days of 
fun:

• Book Fair in the Hall – Open daily until , with a late night on Wednesday until 6pm. A 
perfect chance to pick up some new reads or even start your Christmas shopping early! 
Every purchase gives you an entry into our Grand Prize Draw.

• Middle School Open Afternoon – Wednesday 27th August, from 1.30–3pm.

• Senior School Open Afternoon – Thursday 28th August, from 1.30–3pm.

• Fun Factory Adventures – All classes will enjoy this exciting experience on Wednesday 
and Thursday and the PTA will open the Fun Factory after school from 3–5pm for families 
to join in the fun together.

• Digital Dream Lab – Classes are scheduled throughout the week to take part in an 
amazing virtual reality adventure.

We are so pleased to see the enthusiasm and support shown so far and we look forward to 
seeing many more families join us as our Book Week adventures continue.

Our Adventure Awaits  
Book Week is Underway
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The HPPA Rugby Competition was played over two days and once again, Owairoa Primary School’s rugby team 
delivered another season of success!

Day one of the tournament saw us face off against four local schools, and our team came away with four convincing 
wins. With the majority of our players having played together for several years, their teamwork and trust in one another 
was clearly evident on the field. A special mention to Tyler, who made a fantastic impact in his first-ever tournament. 
Captain Connor led by example with a strong on-field performance, while Ben inspired the team with his calm and 
composed yet fierce style of play.

Day two of the tournament was highly anticipated but had to be postponed due to poor weather conditions. When it 
finally went ahead, we knew from the draw that we were in for a tough day. Our first game was against a much-improved 
Sunnyhills team, but we managed to secure another solid win.

Next up was our old rivals, Cockle Bay School. These games are always tight, physical battles, but this time, Owairoa 
ran in six superb tries to take a dominant victory. That result sent us into the semi-final against Shelly Park School. It was 
another gritty match, and Owairoa battled to the final whistle, coming away with a strong win. Camike and Max stood out 
in the backs with some brilliant play, while Josh was a tower of strength in the front row.

And then, the moment had arrived! We took to the field for the grand final against a well-drilled Maraetai Beach School. 
It was a real ding-dong battle right from the opening whistle. Neither side could break through until Owairoa managed a 
quick try just before halftime. In the second half, we crossed the line two more times to seal a 3-0 win.

For the second year running, Owairoa was crowned HPPA Champions! Every player on the team played with heart and 
determination throughout the tournament. We are incredibly grateful for the huge support from parents on the sidelines, 
your cheering makes a difference! Congratulations to all the players for representing our school with pride.

Owairoa Rugby Team – HPPA Champions Again



Senior School Speech Competition

Kahui Ako Music Festival

On Wednesday 7th August, the Owairoa Primary School hall was filled with proud parents and excited students as the 
Senior School Speech Final took place. After weeks of preparation and classroom presentations, our talented Year 5 
and Year 6 finalists took to the stage to share their speeches based on the thought-provoking theme:

 “Whenua: Whatungarongaro te tangata, toitū te whenua”

 As people disappear from sight, the land remains

Every senior student had been tasked with researching the topic, crafting a meaningful speech, and presenting it to their 
class. From there, selected students presented to Ms Randhawa, who then faced the tough decision of choosing the 
final group to perform in front of the Senior School and whānau.

The event was made even more special with a beautiful performance by the school choir, which entertained the audience 
while the judges deliberated. A big thank you to our judges, Ms Humphreys and Mrs Taka, who had the very difficult 
job of selecting the winners from such a high standard of speeches. The variety of topics covered from environmental 
protection to personal reflections was truly impressive.

After much thought, the results were announced:

	 First Place: Connor Thompson  
	 – “If Eden Park Could Talk”

	 Second Place: Teo Hsu  
	 – “A Māori Way of Protecting the Environment”

	 Third Place: Ryleigh Zita  
	 – “Deforestation”

Congratulations to all of our finalists for their courage, 
creativity and powerful messages. It was a memorable 
event that showcased the confidence and talent of our 
senior students.

What a spectacular event that we witnessed for the 2025 Kahui Ako Music Festival. Over six schools showcased what 
their amazing talented students can offer in a joint festival of songs and orchestral pieces.

Owairoa Primary School was represented by over 40 students who had been rehearsing for several months by our 
creative music tutors Mrs Won and Ms Findley.  The final evening performance all came together on the night and 
the showcase was a credit to the organisers, students and all the people that were behind the scenes, including our 
wonderful and supportive parents.

What a fantastic event for our students and also our local community.  Our students can be very proud of their efforts on 
the night and the way they worked together as a team, to perform like professionals.



Young Ocean Explorers Inspire Our Students 
On the 7th of August, our Year 4–6 students had the privilege of hearing from Riley Hathaway of Young Ocean 
Explorers (YOE). 

For the past 12 years, Riley and her underwater cameraman and storyteller dad, Steve, have been on a mission 
to inspire young people to love and protect the ocean. Their journey began almost by accident—when Riley was in 
Year 7, Steve helped her with a school project on sea turtles. The incredible reaction to her presentation made them 
realise they could share their passion with a wider audience. That spark led to the creation of YOE and, soon after, 20 
episodes for the children’s TV favourite ‘What Now’.

Today, the YOE website (www.youngoceanexplorers.com) is free for everyone to access. Full of engaging videos, 
quizzes, polls and resources in both English and Te Reo Māori, it has become a much-loved tool for thousands of 
New Zealand students and teachers wanting to learn about the marine world. At the heart of it all is Riley and Steve’s 
mission: to inspire us to practise Kaitiakitanga—guardianship of our ocean.

Riley also shared some powerful facts with our students:

•	 93% of New Zealand’s territory is underwater

•	 30% of our land is protected

•	 but only 0.38% of our ocean is fully protected

With Riley and Steve being minor celebrities here in Aotearoa, we were extremely 
fortunate that Riley was able to slot us into her busy schedule. A huge thank you to 
Riley—we loved meeting you in person. Your passion for the moana shone through, 
and we are on board with your message: Looking after the ocean is for people like us!

http://www.youngoceanexplorers.com


Inter-School Cross Country Event
Our wonderful athletes braved a freezing cold, windy day with showers sweeping through at intervals, but nothing could 
dampen the crisp excitement in the air or the determination of our runners!

Our Year 4, 5, and 6 learners took part in the interschool cross-country event, showing courage, resilience and heart. 
Despite the challenging weather and a demanding course, every runner gave it their all, showing the true spirit of 
resilience.

It was inspiring to see learners from so many different schools come together, each pushing through the tough conditions 
to reach the finish line. While winning is always exciting, the greater achievement was in showing up, giving our best, 
and finishing strong—life lessons that will stay with our students well beyond the race.

A heartfelt thank you goes out to the parents who generously gave up their time to help on the day, as well as to Mr 
O’Brien and Mr Devery. Special thanks also to Pigeon Mountain School for hosting a well-organized and memorable 
event.

As always, Owairoa Primary learners stood out—not just for their effort and determination, but also for their outstanding 
behaviour and sportsmanship. We are proud of every single one of them.



Our Dragon Playground upgrade is now complete and our junior students are excited to be back 
enjoying their playground after a few weeks of eagerly watching the construction take place.

As part of the upgrade, stump grinders removed the large tree stump, making way for the 
installation of an exciting new spinning playground feature that has already become a favourite 
among our younger students. In addition, contractors installed a brand-new shade cloth, which 
will provide valuable protection and help keep our children sun-safe during the summer months.

The refreshed Dragon Playground is once again buzzing with laughter and energy and we are 
delighted to see our students making the most of this much-loved play space.

Thank you to the Alliston family for their 
generous donation of assorted food items to 

our Patakakai Community Food Pantry. Acts of 
kindness like this go a long way in supporting 

members of our Howick community during 
challenging times.

Donations of non-perishable food items are 
always welcome and can be dropped off at the 

school office at any time.

Dragon Playground Upgrade Complete

Thanks for your Donation



This is a reminder that voting is currently 
open for the election of five parent 

representatives to join the Owairoa Primary 
School Board. 

Voting instructions have already been sent 
to you by Election Pilot.  

Voting closes at 4 pm on 10th 
September 2025.

School Board Elections 2025 – Voting Reminder

Measles is one of the most contagious viruses that spreads easily between people and makes most people 
feel very unwell. It spreads very easily from person to person by breathing in air after a person with measles 
has sneezed, coughed, talked or even just breathed. Measles can also be spread after touching tissues, toys 
or other surfaces contaminated with an infected person’s nose and throat secretions.

With measles being a highly contagious illness, schools are particularly vulnerable due to the close contact 
environment.  Just one infected person can quickly spread the illness to many others.  Immunity matters. 

The measles vaccine is very effective at preventing measles. Across New Zealand, people’s immunity to 
measles is very low as not enough people are fully immunised against the illness. This puts us at high risk of 
an outbreak. Confirmed measles cases linked to overseas travel have recently been identified in New Zealand.

You are considered immune if you have previously had measles, or received two doses of a measles vaccine 
after the age of 12 months.

Be alert to the signs and symptoms of measles, which can include: 

	 • fever

	 • cough

	 • runny nose

	 • sore red eyes

	 • a blotchy rash

If you or someone you know has symptoms that you are worried about, 
contact your GP or Healthline on 0800 611 116 for health advice and 
support.

Our elves are busy preparing for the Howick Santa Parade, and 
we’re on the hunt for a little magic. We are looking for a freestanding 

playhouse to feature on our Owairoa Christmas float this year.

If you have, or know of a playhouse (that would fit on a small trailer) 
that could be kindly donated to our school, please contact Nick on 

pta@owairoa.school.nz 

mailto:pta%40owairoa.school.nz%20?subject=


Update on Relocatable Classrooms
You may have noticed that work is currently underway around the five relocatable classrooms positioned on our bottom 
field. These classrooms were originally brought onto our site to provide learning spaces while the top classrooms were 
being demolished and rebuilt.

Now that the new 18 class McIntyre Centre classroom block is complete and fully in use, these temporary classrooms 
are no longer required at Owairoa. They are being carefully refurbished here on site so that they can be relocated 
to other schools in need of additional classroom spaces. This is an economical way for us to support other school 
communities, while ensuring that the buildings continue to be put to good use within the local school network.

The positive outcome for our students is that once the classrooms are moved off-site, the area will be restored to an 
open grass playing field. This will give our students more space to enjoy during their play and lunchtime breaks and will 
enhance the outdoor environment of our school.

We appreciate your interest and patience while this transition takes place, and we look forward to seeing our students 
enjoying the extended green space in the near future.

We are pleased to announce and welcome a further support person 
who is joining our Popokotea Wellbeing Nest.

Mr Tom Pasco has written a short bio on himself:

Hello! My name is Tom, and I am a student at Manukau Institute of 
Technology. I am studying a Bachelor’s in Applied Counselling, and 
I am over the moon to be undergoing my placement at the same 
school that I attended as a child, here at Owairoa Primary School!

I was a student at Owairoa Primary School from 2006 – 2010. From 
there, I attended Bucklands Beach Intermediate, and finished off 
at Macleans College. After finishing Year 13, I worked at sKids at 
Macleans Primary School for 5 years, until I found my passion in 
Mental Health. 

I began studying in January 2023 part time, and also worked  at 
Picton Surgery in Howick at the same time. As well as Mental Health, I have a deep passion for live music, cricket 
football, and art!

I have experience utilising holistic, ‘Client Centred Approaches’, wherein the individual seeking support dictates the 
content of the session, and how we use our time together. 

Approaches such as Child-Centred Play Therapy, Expressive Arts Therapy, and Cognitive Behavioural Therapy, and 
frameworks such as Te Whare Tapa Wha, can allow for children to express themselves to clearly, practice autonomy 
and independence, and gain education regarding each facet of their wellbeing.

I look forward to meeting you all and working alongside the Owairoa Community.

Tom Pasco

Supporting our Popokotea  
Wellbeing Nest initiative



HOUSE LEADERS Spotlight

My name is Nathan Li and I am 10 years old. I am a House Leader for 
Tokomaru and I enjoy drawing, Maths and Sports.
My favourite memory of Owairoa is going to MOTAT. 
I have loved being at Owairoa. There are lots of opportunities for students to 
learn and try new things. Some include Kaitiaki, Road Patrol, Mediator and 
Sports teams. 
My advice to others is to work hard and make good friends. 
As House Leader I am committed to being  good role model and follow our 
RISE values. 

My name is Katie Thornton, and I am 10 years old. I’m proud to be a Tainui 
House Leader this year.
I enjoy spending time with my family and friends, and I’m passionate about 
sports like soccer, cricket, and netball.
One of the things I love most about Owairoa Primary School is the wide range 
of opportunities it offers. Each year brings something new to try, especially 
in sports and leadership. Even if you don’t make a team, it’s important to 
give it your best and be proud that you tried.
My advice is to set meaningful goals and always give your best effort, every 
opportunity is a chance to grow.
I am very grateful to my teachers and friends for their support.
Being a House Leader is a role I take seriously, and I am excited to do my 
best to help Tainui win the House Shield this year!

Nathan Li, Tokomaru House Leader 

Katie Thornton, Tainui House Leader 



School Blog Update
Make sure you go online to our school website, to keep up to date with our school blogs.  

These are a great way for our junior, middle and senior school teams to share highlights of the learning journey 
throughout the school year.

The Junior School has made a fantastic start to Term 3. The 
classrooms are full of energy, curiosity, and share a love for learning 
as our learners dive into new topics and hands-on experiences. 

In Mathematics, our focus has been on learning about 2D and 3D 
shapes through geometry. The children have been exploring the 
features of different shapes – such as sides, corners, faces and edges, 
and learning the names of both flat and solid shapes. Learning about 
geometry is important because a strong understanding of shapes 
helps children to make sense of the world around them. Shapes 
are everywhere in our daily lives – from road signs, to buildings, art 
and nature. Recognising and describing shapes helps to develop 
early spatial awareness, visual thinking, problem-solving skills and 
understanding symmetry. 

Our ISTEAM learning has been just as exciting, with a focus on push 
and pull forces. The children have been actively exploring how things 
move and how different forces are used every day. Whether we are 

opening a door, pushing a trolley or pushing a swing, we are constantly using push and pull movements. We have been 
investigating these forces through experiments; role playing and problem-solving challenges. These hands-on activities 
help to make scientific concepts feel real and relatable, encouraging teamwork, innovation and discovery. Understanding 
forces helps children to think like engineers – asking questions, testing ideas, and exploring how things work. 

We are so proud of the enthusiasm our Junior Students have shown towards their learning. The nature of these topics 
has sparked rich conversations, creative thinking and lots of movement as students explore how forces affect the way 
objects move in our everyday lives. The children love working together, testing ideas, and making connections between 
their play and the science behind it. Across all curriculum areas, our classrooms are buzzing with activity, confidence is 
growing, and developing key skills that will support them throughout the year. We look forward to continuing this positive 
momentum as we move further into Term 3. 

This term in science, our middle school learners have been exploring 
the world of forces. Each week, they have taken part in fun, hands 
on lessons in the science room with fascinating experiments, videos, 
and group discussions.

Middle School have learned about gravity, magnetism, friction, and 
motion. One of the favourite activities was testing magnetic poles. 
Learners were excited to see how magnets can both attract and push 
away from each other. They were even more surprised to learn that 
Earth acts like a giant magnet!

A highlight was the Pointing North experiment. We used two needle-
magnets to find out how Earth pulls on magnets. By rubbing the 
needles in one direction on a magnet, we turned them into temporary 
magnets. Then we checked which end pointed north by using a 
compass.

These science lessons have not only taught us about forces, but they 
have also helped learners work together, ask questions, and solve 

problems. We’re excited for more experiments as we keep learning about how forces shape our world!

Middle School Blog - Exploring Forces

Junior School Blog 



With kind regards,
Alan McIntyre

PRINCIPAL

August 
26	 Book Fair in the Hall,  
8.30am – 9.30am and 1.30pm – 5pm
27	 Middle School Open Afternoon  
1.30pm – 3pm

27	 Book Fair in the Hall,  
8.30am – 9.30am and 1.30pm – 6pm

27	 Fun Factory PTA Family Afternoon  
3pm – 5pm 

28	 Senior School Open Afternoon  
1.30pm – 3pm

28 	Book Fair in the Hall,  
8.30am – 9.30am and 1.30pm – 5pm

28	 Fun Factory PTA Family Afternoon  
3pm – 5pm 

29	 Writers Quiz 

September 
2	 PTA Meeting 7.30pm
5	 PTA Break the Rules Mufti Day

10	 Year 3 Speech Competition

10	 School Board Elections Voting  
Closes 4pm

11	 Year 4 Speech Competition

12	 PTA Movie Night

16	 School Board Meeting 7pm

17	 Junior Cross Country

17	 Newly elected School Board  
takes office

19	 Last day of Winter Uniform

19	 Term Three ends

28	 Daylight Savings Starts 
 
October 
6	 Term Four starts

Senior School Blog 
Welcome Back for Term 3 - 
with Some Special Visitors!

After a two week Winter break of cozy movie nights, chilly 
mornings, and family time, the school gates have opened 
once again. Students, teachers, and staff returned this 
month with renewed energy and excitement for the term 
ahead.

Adding to the buzz, we are thrilled to welcome visiting 
students from Taiwan, Hong Kong, and China, who will 
be with us for several weeks. Our students have been 
delighted to host them, offering school tours, helping them 
settle in, and including them in everyday activities. New 
friendships are quickly forming, and the cultural exchange 
is already adding something special to daily life.

Classrooms, which had been quiet during the holidays, 
are now alive with chatter, curiosity, and the crackle of 
new ideas. Teachers and learners alike are ready to 
dive into fresh topics, including learning about Forces, in 
Science. The first of which is Gravity, which offers a lot 
of excitement and fun! The Senior School is also looking 
forward to International Day – a highlight of the term where 
over 50 countries will be represented in a celebration of 
culture, food, and traditions. This is a great way for our 
International students to share their culture with us too.

The first couple of weeks of term have brought a lively mix 
of enthusiasm, nervous energy, and the comforting rhythm 
of school life. With new friends visiting from overseas and 
exciting events like International Day and Book Week on 
the horizon, this term is set to be one to remember.



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

100 Picton Street, Howick
Ph 534 5565

www.eyesofhowick.co.nz

B.D.S., M.D.S.(OTAGO).

Specialist Orthodontics for Children and Adults

4 Bleakhouse Rd, Howick, Auckland 2014 

W: www.derekbarwoodorthodontist.co.nz 

P: (09) 535 4311   |   E: reception@dbo.co.nz 

Instructor: Vincent Lam 

www.gateauhouse.co.nz

Call 
Now

274 7744 /thegateauhouse

Special Cakes for Special Occasions

•100% qualified teaching team
•Educational focus and school readiness

•Large, natural outdoor environment
•20 hrs free for 2-5 yr olds

51 Wellington Street, Howick
09 534 9124

Kindergarten is a special place where 
children, families and teachers come

together to build strong foundations for life.

www.aka.org.nz

Join your local
kindergarten!

howick@aka.org.nz


